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Eartha must make a choice:

Liberate: 2023 book choices

February: Girlcrush by Florence Given

GIRLCRUSH is a dark feminist comedy by bestselling
author Florence Given.

In Given's debut novel, we follow Eartha on a wild,
weird and seductive modern-day exploration as
she commences life as an openly bisexual woman
whilst also becoming a viral sensation on Wonder
Land, a social media app where people project
their dream selves online.

But as her online self and her offline self become
more and more distanced, trauma from her past
comes back to haunt and destroy her present.

which version of herself should she kill off?

April: Loveless by Alice Oseman

The fourth novel from the phenomenally talented
Alice Oseman — one of the most authentic and
talked-about voices in contemporary YA.

It was all sinking in. I'd never had a crush on
anyone. No boys, no girls, not a single person | had
ever met. What did that mean?

Georgia has never been in love, never kissed
anyone, never even had a crush — but as a fanfic-
obsessed romantic she’s sure she’ll find her person
one day.

As she starts university with her best friends, Pip and Jason, in a whole new
town far from home, Georgia’s ready to find romance, and with her outgoing



roommate on her side and a place in the Shakespeare Society, her ‘teenage
dream’ is in sight.

But when her romance plan wreaks havoc amongst her friends, Georgia ends
up in her own comedy of errors, and she starts to question why love seems so
easy for other people but not for her. With new terms thrown at her — asexual,
aromantic — Georgia is more uncertain about her feelings than ever.

Is she destined to remain loveless? Or has she been looking for the wrong thing
all along?

This wise, warm and witty story of identity and self-acceptance sees Alice
Oseman on towering form as Georgia and her friends discover that true love
isn’t limited to romance.

June: Boy Erased: A Memoir of Identity, Faith,
and Family by Garrard Conley

Boﬂ A beautiful, raw and compassionate memoir about
A S E D identity, love and understanding. Now a major
E R i OF motion picture starring Nicole Kidman, Russell
Pe:fr*ﬂ;f::“ Crowe, and Lucas Hedges, directed by Joel
(:NM‘ RARD Edgerton..
oN ey

The son of a Baptist pastor and deeply embedded
in church life in small town Arkansas, as a young
man Garrard Conley was terrified and conflicted
about his sexuality.

When Garrard was a nineteen-year-old college
student, he was outed to his parents, and was forced to make a life-changing
decision: either agree to attend a church-supported conversion therapy
program that promised to “cure” him of homosexuality; or risk losing family,
friends, and the God he had prayed to every day of his life. Through an
institutionalized Twelve-Step Program heavy on Bible study, he was supposed
to emerge heterosexual, ex-gay, cleansed of impure urges and stronger in his
faith in God for his brush with sin. Instead, even when faced with a harrowing
and brutal journey, Garrard found the strength and understanding to break out
in search of his true self and forgiveness.



By confronting his buried past and the burden of a life lived in shadow, Garrard
traces the complex relationships among family, faith, and community. At times
heart-breaking, at times triumphant, this memoir is a testament to love that
survives despite all odds.

A <ne August: Paper Bullets: Two Women Who Risked
: i Their Lives to Defy the Nazis by Jeffrey H. Jackson

Paper Bullets is the first book to tell the history of
an audacious anti-Nazi campaign undertaken by an
unlikely pair: two French women, Lucy Schwob and
Suzanne Malherbe, who drew on their skills as
Parisian avant-garde artists to write and distribute
“paper bullets” —wicked insults against Hitler, calls
to rebel, and subversive fictional dialogues

f designed to demoralize Nazi troops occupying
their adopted home on the British Channel Island

: of Jersey. Devising their own PSYOPS campaign,
they slipped their notes into soldier’s pockets or tucked them inside newsstand
magazines.

Hunted by the secret field police, Lucy and Suzanne were finally betrayed in
1944, when the Germans imprisoned them and tried them in a court martial,
sentencing them to death for their actions. Ultimately they survived, but even
in jail, they continued to fight the Nazis by reaching out to other prisoners and
spreading a message of hope.

Better remembered today by their artist names, Claude Cahun and Marcel
Moore, the couple’s actions were even more courageous because of who they
were: lesbian partners known for cross-dressing and creating the kind of
gender-bending work that the Nazis would come to call “degenerate art.” In
addition, Lucy was half Jewish, and they had communist affiliations in Paris,
where they attended political rallies with Surrealists and socialized with artists
like Gertrude Stein.

Paper Bullets is a compelling World War |l story that has not been told before
about the galvanizing power of art, and of resistance.



refusing to listen.

0 LEWIS HANCOX

October: Welcome to St. Hell: My Trans Teen
Misadventure by Lewis Hancox

A groundbreaking memoir about being a trans
teen, in the vein of FUN HOME and FLAMER... and
at the same time entirely its own.

Lewis has a few things to say to his younger teen
self. He knows she hates her body. He knows she's
confused about who to snog. He knows she's really
a he and will ultimately realize this... but she's

.~ going to go through a whole lot of mess (some of it

funny, some of it not funny at all) to get to that
point. Lewis is trying to tell her this... but she's

In WELCOME TO ST. HELL, author-illustrator Lewis Hancox takes readers on the
hilarious, heartbreaking, and healing path he took to make it past trauma,
confusion, hurt, and dubious fashion choices in order to become the man he
was meant to be. It's a remarkable, groundbreaking graphic memoir from an
unmistakably bold new voice in comics.

Jessi Zabarsky

Also October: Coming Back by Jessie Zabarsky

A beautiful graphic novel fantasy romance that
follows two young women who have to go on
their own separate adventures to discover the
truth about themselves and about each other.

Preet is magic.
Valissa is not.

Everyone in their village has magic in their bones,
and Preet is the strongest of them all. Without
any power of her own, how can Valissa ever be
worthy of Preet's love? When their home is

attacked, Valissa has a chance to prove herself, but that means leaving Preet
behind. On her own for the first time Preet breaks the village's most sacred
laws, and is rejected from the only home she's ever known and sent into a new

world.



Divided by different paths, insecurities, and distance, will Valissa and Preet be
able to find their way back to each other?

A beautiful story of two young women who are so focused on proving they're
meant to be together that they end up hurting each other in the process. This
gorgeous graphic novel is an LGTBQ+ romance about young love and how it
can grow into something strong no matter what obstacles get in the way.

December: The Colour Purple by Alice Walker

Winner of the Pulitzer Prize and the National Book
Award. Alice Walker's iconic modern classic is now
a Penguin Book.

A powerful cultural touchstone of modern
American literature, The Color Purple depicts the
lives of African American women in early
twentieth-century rural Georgia. Separated as
girls, sisters Celie and Nettie sustain their loyalty
to and hope in each other across time, distance
and silence. Through a series of letters spanning
twenty years, first from Celie to God, then the
sisters to each other despite the unknown, the novel draws readers into its rich
and memorable portrayals of Celie, Nettie, Shug Avery and Sofia and their
experience. The Color Purple broke the silence around domestic and sexual
abuse, narrating the lives of women through their pain and struggle,
companionship and growth, resilience and bravery. Deeply compassionate and
beautifully imagined, Alice Walker's epic carries readers on a spirit-affirming
journey towards redemption and love.
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